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Content covered in this workshop

 Background and aim of handbook

 Overview of handbook content

 Discuss the work planned over the coming year 



Background

AIM: provide a useful source of information on using new data sources in the 

production of consumer price statistics

 Handbook is not prescriptive, instead it aims to provide an overview of 

relevant information for colleagues to refer to in their own work and decide 

what is best for the particular environment/project which they are 

working within

 References existing literature but also expands some topics where there is 

less guidance available currently (for example, data acquisition and 

classification).

 Given the pace at which this topic evolves, the aim is that this handbook will 

be updated over time to reflect the most recent analysis and findings



Caveats

 The current (live) version of the handbook will continue to be updated, 
with some topics (eg classification) still in the works.

 Pages are clearly labelled with their last updated date for reference (note 
this is per page – most section pages will have been updated at a more recent 
point than their sub-pages).

 Most content was drafted between 2021 and 2022 so please note that some of 
the more recent conference papers will be missing. We are aiming to put 
processes in place to ensure the content is reviewed in a timely manner in 
the upcoming months.

 The material already written should provide a large amount of value to NSOs, 
hence we are making it available, even as we keep updating and expanding 
it. As the material evolves over time, users will be able to access the page 
history and view a summary of changes to ensure traceability of previous 
versions.

 The UN server that the handbook sits on can sometimes go down. If you get 
an error message, it should normally be back online in about 15 minutes or so 
if you try again at that point.
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Upcoming work...

 As mentioned in our main presentation earlier today, we are looking to 

implement a solution to guarantee the continuity of the governance of the e-

handbook.

 This will take the form of a Secretariat that will support the Task Team in 

taking care, with the due continuity, of maintenance of the handbook, 

training materials, applications, as well as of the wiki and the task 

team’s website.

 The Secretariat should be placed at the Brazilian UN Regional Hub on Big Data 

and Data Science for Official Statistics, with support of an expert co-funded 

by the United Nations, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF)

 The Secretariat will work with the TT on areas where the e-handbook and the 

training materials have to be revised, updated or enhanced

 We will also have additional content added for workstreams such as 

classification and the new workstream on systems and architecture



Questions?
We welcome your thoughts, additions, or any ideas on handbook content!

Feel free to reach out to: Tanya Flower (tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk)

mailto:tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk
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